WALKING TOUR GUIDE SHOWCASES BISBEE’S 

‘HISTORY ON THE HILLSIDE’
BISBEE, Ariz. (Dec. 30, 2003) – With a new Bisbee Historic Walking Tours brochure, visitors can explore Bisbee’s early 20th-century architecture, fantastic shops and Old World charm. Visitors can delight in wonderfully preserved “history on the hillside” with the brochure as a guide to some of the town’s history and the architectural significance of its structures.

The walking tour brochure describes the architecture at more than 25 points of interest. An urban frontier outpost, Bisbee was the largest city between St. Louis and San Francisco in the early 1900s. Self-guided and self-paced, the brochure’s tours allow visitors to explore the town, lingering at any location they choose. Tours include Brewery Gulch, Main Street/Tombstone Canyon plus routes for more ambitious walkers. 

The tour of Brewery Gulch, a storied street that was once home to more than 40 saloons and bars, lasts approximately one half-hour. It includes St. Elmo’s Bar, which has been operating for more than 100 years, the Pythian Castle, now an apartment building that was originally built by a fraternal order popular in post-Civil War days, and Lyric Plaza, which is now home to a realty company. Tracks from the original Bisbee streetcar system remain near the Lyric Plaza.

The Main Street/Tombstone Canyon Tour lasts approximately one hour. It includes the Copper Queen Plaza (formerly the Phelps Dodge Mercantile Store) that now houses restaurants shops and galleries, the Iron Man Statue, the Bisbee Woman’s Club, which is the oldest continually operated woman’s club in Arizona, and the Muirhead House, now a bed & breakfast inn, which is the largest building constructed of wood in Old Bisbee. 

Old Bisbee’s historic commercial district has been designated a National Register Historic District with 240 contributing properties. Some buildings, such as the Copper Queen Hotel and the Miners & Merchants Bank (which now houses an arts and antiques gallery), are more than 100 years old. In addition, the Copper Queen Plaza is one of the earliest commercial buildings in Arizona built by developer Del Webb.

For more information on Bisbee’s events, attractions, restaurants and accommodations, contact the Bisbee Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center at (520) 432-5421, toll-free at (866) 2 BISBEE (224-7233). Visitors can also get information on Bisbee at the Bisbee Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center’s website at www.bisbeearizona.com.

Bisbee, located approximately 90 miles southeast of Tucson, offers old-world charm, new-world charisma and is Arizona’s premier destination for arts and culture, western heritage, bird watching and outdoor recreation.  
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