PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Seattle’s theater simple in Bisbee as part of San Jose Charrette

Contact John Charley, Community Development Director 520-432-6269

theater simple, an internationally acclaimed theater company based in Seattle, Washington, will be making their Arizona debut in Bisbee. One of their site-specific creations, PARK BENCH will be coming to Bisbee at the request of the City’s Community Development Department.  Founded by Llysa Holland and Andrew Litzky, theater simple has performed in four countries on three continents and produced over 40 plays and site-specific events.

“We met Llysa and Andrew this winter and talked about how PARK BENCH might be a catalyst for community involvement in the San Jose Charrette”, said John Charley, Community Development Director.  

PARK BENCH is a mobile interview outpost where theater simple asks if you have a minute… then please – have a seat up and have a chat… For the installation of PARK BENCH in Bisbee, the topic will be San Jose and its future. Llysa, the instigator of PARK BENCH explains. “We ask passersby of all ages to consider a question-of-the-day and then share their thoughts up on this elevated bench. Simple. If you can speak, I’d love to talk to you. For Bisbee some of the questions I ‘m interested in are along the lines of   “Where do you spend time or hang out? What do you like about it, or wish was even better? What’s fun to do here, and why? What do you find beautiful here? What else could be beautiful? What do you wish your neighborhood had more of?  How could you imagine this might happen?” 

For some of the smaller, younger people, they might want to draw a picture answer, others might want to write it down, but not speak on-tape. We’ll display those. PARK BENCH can bring all these various perspectives and input together, and create a mosaic of what people are thinking about. I love it when people discover, sometimes in the moment, how they feel about something. I would imagine people in Bisbee might discover some passionate opinions about where and how they live, and how they are reflected in its landscape, and vice versa. How often do you get a chance to view a familiar location from a different point of view, and talk about it?” 

Conversations are recorded and made available to the world on theater simple‘s website as pod-casts. Andrew Litzky edits most of the podcasts. “Since the conversations are recorded, we can edit them into a podcast, and upload it into iTunes or Gcast, and then they available free to everyone – the neighbor down the road, Llysa’s cousins in New Mexico, and around the world. It’s a new, extremely accessible way to see and hear ideas, musings, dreams and –yup-sometimes complaints that might parallel what I’m thinking about, and maybe discover an interesting, unexpected aspect of a community, and how life is being lived there. The world is getting both bigger and smaller – I think it is important to try to understand ourselves inside of it all. We’ve gotten email from Australia, Sweden and Germany – people elsewhere are listening.”  In addition to the podcasts, these recordings will be used by the San Jose Charrette team as part of their public input collection and become part of the final charrette documents and products. 

“We hope that theater simple and PARK BENCH will stir up some interest and get people talking about the San Jose Charrette” Charley said.  “It’s an opportunity for the public to do some forward thinking, to express their desires for the community and to be thinking about what priorities they want to share at the charrette.”  “If this goes as well as we expect, we’ll see an increased interest in the charrette and theater simple could have their Park Bench at planning charrettes all over the country.”

Plans are for theater simple to stage Park Bench in the Safeway Parking lot during the afternoons on April 20, 21 & 22.  Look for the park bench, astro-turf and perhaps a pink flamingo or two, and have a seat and a chat with Llysa.  

For more information on theater simple, visit www.theatersimple.org or e” thsimple@gmail.com
[Listen to what other folks in the world are thinking and talking about ~ ]

 http://www.gcast.com/user/theater_simple/podcast/main. 

For more information on the San Jose Charrette, call John Charley, 520-432-6269

[image: image1.jpg]



