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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                      
San Jose Planning Charrette – May 5 through May 10, 2008

CONTACT:


John Charley, Community Development Director, City of Bisbee

520-432-6269 jcharley@cityofbisbee.com
The City of Bisbee’s Community Development Department will launch the San Jose Planning Charrette with a public meeting on May 5, 2008.   The charrette, a creative and intense series of sessions engaging professional planners and the public, will run for six days and close with a public meeting on May 10, 2008 at 1:00 p.m.

The National Charrette Institute describes a charrette as an event that combines creative, intense work sessions with public workshops and open houses in a collaborative planning process for a neighborhood, district, or community.    A charrette harnesses the talents and energies of all interested parties to create and support a feasible plan that represents transformative community change.  Professional planners and facilitators are the charrette Team and will be on hand to transform public ideas into more tangible products.  The products of a planning charrette may include images, maps, potential new code or planning overlays, and a sense of community or neighborhood values.   
“The success of the Old Bisbee Charrette was the deciding factor in using a similar model to gather public input into planning the future of the San Jose District” says John Charley, Community Development Director for the City of Bisbee.  “We’ve pulled together a great team of facilitators and professionals and expanded the scope of this charrette to give stakeholders and the public more opportunity for participation.”  
The San Jose Charrette schedule for the week of May 5, 2008 will be held at 1236 West Highway 92, the former Bisbee Autoplex.   The schedule includes:

Monday morning: a tour of the San Jose district for the Charrette Team; a small group of professionals selected to facilitate the meetings and create the final products.  

Monday afternoon: Stakeholders - a group of area business owners, service providers, land owners, and residents, will meet with the Team to discuss issues and ideas for the district.

Monday 6:00 p.m. -  An interactive meeting where the public can meet the Team and talk about their vision for the district.  Light food will be served and everyone will have a chance to participate.

Tuesday:  All day work sessions for the Team using information gleaned from the Stakeholders and the Public.  The work session is open to the public after 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday morning and afternoon:  An opportunity for the TEAM to share the early results of their efforts with Stakeholders and to get their feedback.

Wednesday evening 6:00 p.m. -   An opportunity for the Team to share the early results of their efforts with the Public and for the Public to give additional feedback.  Light snacks will be served.
Thursday:  All day production sessions for the Team.  The production session is open to the public after 5:00 p.m.

Friday 3:00 – 9:00 p.m. -   An Open House for Team members to share their draft products with the Public and take additional comments.

Saturday 1:00 p.m. - The closing Public Meeting.  Team members will share their final products and make all materials available for public review.

“We are very excited about the long term impact this charrette will have on the future of the San Jose District and our community as a whole.” stated Charley.  “We are looking forward to having a significant turnout of residents from the district and interested parties from across Bisbee come together.  Their vision will be the foundation for San Jose’s future.”  While the City of Bisbee received a grant from the Freeport McMoRan Corporation, additional funds are needed to support this landmark effort.  Persons or organizations interested in sponsoring the charrette are encouraged to contact Mr. John Charley at 520-432-6269 or by email at jcharley@cityofbisbee.com
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